
I have been granted victory by means of awe (cast in
the hearts of the enemies), I have been given the
keys of the earth, I have been named Ahmad, the

earth was made for me a means of purification, and
my nation has been made the best of nations

‘Ali ibn Abi Tālib (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "I have been given what no other prophet

was given." We said: "O Messenger of Allah, what is it?" He said: "I have been granted
victory by means of awe (cast into the hearts of the enemies), I have been given the
keys of the earth, I have been named Ahmad, the earth was made for me a means of

purification, and my nation has been made the best of nations."
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Ahmad]

The apparent meaning of his statement "I have been given what no other prophet before me
was given", is that none of those things were given to anyone before him. "I have been
granted victory by means of awe", meaning: my enemies fear me. It was an awe that struck
the hearts of his enemies, extinguished their power, and caused their multitudes to disperse.
His statement "I have been given the keys of the earth", means: the keys originally stands
for  anything that  is  used in  extracting and finding access to far  off things.  His  saying:  "the
earth", is a metaphor for Allah's promise to him to conquer the lands. He said: "I have been
named Ahmad". In fact, no one before him was given that name, as a preventative measure
from Allah, the Almighty, so the weak-hearted would not be affected by any doubt or illusion
that he was the one given the name Ahmad in the previous scriptures. His saying: "The earth
was  made  for  me  a  means  of  purification",  means:  it  is  a  purifying  substance  that  can  be
used in the absence of water.
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