
Satan places his throne upon water; he then sends
his troops; the nearer to him in rank are those who

are most skillful in creating mischief

Jābir (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Satan places his throne upon water; he then
sends his troops; the nearer to him in rank are those who are most skillful in creating
mischief. One of them comes and says: 'I did such-and-such', to which Satan replies:

'You did nothing.' Then one among them comes and says: 'I did not leave so-and-so until
I separated him from his wife.' Satan brings him near him and says: 'You did well.'" Al-

A‘mash said: "I think he said: 'He then embraces him.'"
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Muslim]

Satan places his throne over the water, then dispatches his soldiers from the Jinn to tempt
people  and  mislead  them.  The  closest  one  to  Satan  is  the  one  who causes  the  most
mischievous deviation among people. One of those devils will come and say to Satan: I did
this and that (i.e. I enticed someone to steal, drink wine, for example). Satan tells him: You
did nothing worth the attention. The line continues until one comes up and says: I did not
leave so-and-so until I caused dissension between him and his wife to the extent that he
divorced her. Satan shall bring him closer, hug him, and say: It is you (i.e. you are the one
who fulfilled my wish of misleading and corrupting people).
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