
The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) stayed in Makkah for ten years and then

in Madīnah for ten years, and the Qur’an was
descending upon him (in both)

‘Ā’ishah and Ibn ‘Abbās (may Allah be pleased with both of them) reported that the
Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) stayed in Makkah for ten years
and then in Madīnah for ten years, and the Qur’an was descending upon him (in both).

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari]

This Hadīth shows that the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) stayed for
ten years in Makkah, after having become a Prophet, and stayed for ten years in Madīnah as
well, and that the Qur’an was sent down on him during that whole period. It is proved in
other than this Hadīth that the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
stayed in Makkah for thirteen years after he had been sent as a Prophet. Both traditions
could be reconciled as follows: the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
stayed for three years in Makkah without proclaiming his message. After that, the revelation
was sent down successively. It is as if those who reported the ten-year-period did not count
those three years, or they just rounded up the thirteen years to ten.
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