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Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) performed one of the
afternoon prayers (the sub-narrator Muhammad
said: "l think that it was most probably the ‘Asr
prayer"”) and he finished it after offering two Rak‘ahs
only. He then stood near a piece of wood in front of
the mosque and put his hand on it. Abu Bakr and
‘Umar were amongst those who were present, but
they dared not talk to him about it (because of being
awed by him), and those who were in a hurry went
out. They said: "Has the prayer been reduced?" A
man who was called Dhu al-Yadayn by the Prophet
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said
(to the Prophet): "Has the prayer been reduced or
have you forgotten?" He said: "Neither have |
forgotten, nor has the prayer been reduced.”" He
said: "Certainly you have forgotten.” So the Prophet
offered two more Rak‘ahs and ended the prayer with
Taslim. Then he said Takbir and performed a
prostration like his ordinary prostration or a bit
longer. Then he raised his head and said Takbir.
Then he put his head down and performed a
prostration like his ordinary prostration or a bit
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longer. Then he raised his head and said Takbir.' [Al-
Bukhari]

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) performed one of the afternoon prayers (the sub-
narrator Muhammad said: "l think that it was most probably the ‘Asr prayer") and he

finished it after offering two Rak‘ahs only. He then stood near a piece of wood in front of
the mosque and put his hand on it. Abu Bakr and ‘Umar were amongst those who were
present, but they dared not talk to him about it (because of being awed by him), and
those who were in a hurry went out. They said: "Has the prayer been reduced?" A man
who was called Dhu al-Yadayn by the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said (to the Prophet): "Has the prayer been reduced or have you forgotten?" He
said: "Neither have | forgotten, nor has the prayer been reduced." He said: "Certainly
you have forgotten." So the Prophet offered two more Rak‘ahs and ended the prayer
with Taslim. Then he said Takbir and performed a prostration like his ordinary
prostration or a bit longer. Then he raised his head and said Takbir. Then he put his head
down and performed a prostration like his ordinary prostration or a bit longer. Then he

raised his head and said Takbir. [Al-Bukhari]
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

This noble Hadith shows what to do when part of the prayer has been missed. One should
complete what remains of the prayer, then perform Taslim, and then perform two
prostrations for forgetfulness. Abu Hurayrah reported that the Prophet led the Companions in
the Zhuhr or ‘Asr prayer and finished after two Rak‘ahs. As the Prophet was perfect and only
satisfied with perfect actions, he felt that there was a deficiency, without knowing the reason
behind it. So he leaned up against a piece of wood in the mosque and intertwined his fingers.
He was worried, because he felt that there was something incomplete. Some people left the
mosque quickly through the doors, privately speaking among themselves that something had
taken place, meaning that the prayer had been reduced. They found it hard to believe that it
was possible for the Prophet to forget, because they were in awe of him. No one, not even
Abu Bakr and ‘Umar dared to talk to him about the matter. However, a Companion named
Dhu al-Yadayan broke the silence. He asked the Prophet: 'O Messenger of Allah, did you
forget or has the prayer been reduced?" The Prophet assumed that neither had happened.
So learning that the prayer had not been reduced, Dhu al-Yadayn concluded that the Prophet
had forgotten, because he was certain that he had only prayed two Rak‘ahs. The Prophet
then realized that he had forgotten (part of the prayer). He wanted to make sure that Dhu al-
Yadayn was correct, so he asked the Companions around him: "ls it true what Dhu al-Yadayn
is saying: that | only prayed two Rak‘ahs?" They all said: ""Yes." So the Prophet moved
forward and prayed the remaining two Rak'ahs. After performing the Tashahhud, he
performed the Taslim. Then said Takbir while he was sitting and prostrated as he would
normally or a little longer and then raised his head from prostration. Next he said Takbir and
prostrated as he would normally or a little longer and then raised his head from prostration
and said Takbir. Finally, he performed Taslim and ended the prayer.
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