
One day I climbed over Hafsah's house, and I saw the
Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) relieving himself while facing the Levant, with

his back toward the Ka‘bah.

‘Abdullāh ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: One day I climbed over
Hafsah's house, and I saw the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
relieving himself while facing the Levant, with his back toward the Ka‘bah. In another

version, he said: "while facing Bait al-Maqdis."
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) mentions that one day he went to the house of his
sister Hafsah, the Prophet's wife. He went up on the roof of her house and saw the Prophet
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) answering the call of nature while facing the
direction of the Levant and his back was toward the Qiblah. Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased
with them) said this in response to those who said that one should not face the direction of
Jerusalem, while answering the call of nature, and that is why the author mentioned the other
version which adds: "...facing Bait al-Maqdis." So, if someone faces the Qiblah while praying
within a building, there is nothing wrong with that.
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