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The sun and the moon are two of the signs of Allah,
by which Allah frightens His slaves. They do not
eclipse on account of the death of anyone. So, when
there is an eclipse, observe prayer and supplication
till it (the eclipse) is over

Abu Mas‘ud, ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amr al-Ansari al-Badri (may Allah be pleased with him) reported
that the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: “The sun and the
moon are two of the signs of Allah, by which Allah frightens His slaves. They do not
eclipse on account of the death of anyone. So, when there is an eclipse, observe prayer

and supplication till it (the eclipse) is over.”
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) clarified that the sun and the
moon are among the signs of Allah, the Almighty, that demonstrate His power and wisdom.
He added that whenever their normal system experiences some change, this has nothing to
do with the birth or death of great figures, as the people of the pre-Islamic period of
ignorance used to believe. Earthly events have no effect upon them. This only aims at
frightening the slaves of Allah, the Almighty, and reminding them of their sins and the due
punishment, so that they turn to their Lord in repentance and ask for His forgiveness. For this
reason, the Prophet (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) instructed them to rush
to prayer and supplication till such a situation ends and the sun or moon brightens. Indeed,
the universe abounds with many divine secrets and hidden aspects of the wise planning.
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