
Which deed is dearest to Allah? He said: "Offering
prayer at its earliest appointed time." I said: Then,

what comes next? He said: "Dutifulness to one's
parents." I said: Then, what comes next? He said:

"Jihad in the way of Allah

‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ūd (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: I asked the Prophet
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him): Which deed is dearest to Allah? He said:
"Offering prayer at its earliest appointed time." I said: Then, what comes next? He said:
"Dutifulness to one's parents." I said: Then, what comes next? He said: "Jihad in the way
of Allah." He said: These were the things he said to me, and if I had asked him for more,

he would have given me more.
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) was asked: Which deed is
dearest to Allah? He said: Offering the obligatory prayer at its appointed time prescribed by
the  Legislator.  Then,  being  dutiful  to  one's  parents  by  being  kind  to  them,  fulfilling  their
rights, and refraining from being undutiful to them. Then, making Jihad in the cause of Allah
with one's life and wealth to make Allah's word supreme, defend the religion of Islam and its
people, and spread its rituals. Ibn Mas‘ūd (may Allah be pleased with him) said: He informed
me of these deeds, and if I had said to him: Then, what comes next? he would have informed
me of more.
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