
I was with Sa‘īd ibn Jubayr when he said: Who among
you saw a shooting star last night? I said: It was I.

Then I said: In fact, I was not (busy) in prayer, but I
was stung by a scorpion

Husayn ibn ‘Abdur-Rahmān reported: I was with Sa‘īd ibn Jubayr when he said: "Who
among you saw a shooting star last night?" I said: "It was I." Then I said: "In fact, I was
not (busy) in prayer, but I was stung by a scorpion (and that is the reason why I was

awake and had a glimpse of the shooting star)." He said: "Then what did you do?" I said:
"I performed Ruqyah (healing through Qur’an recitation and supplication)." He said:
"What urged you to do this?" I said: "I did it in compliance with a Hadīth which Ash-
Sha‘bi narrated to us." Sa‘īd said: "What did Ash-Sha‘bi narrate to you?" I said: "He

narrated that Buraydah ibn al-Husayb al-Aslami said: ‘Ruqyah is of no avail except in
case of the (evil influence) of an eye or the sting of a scorpion.'" He said: "The one who

acted according to what he heard (from the Prophet) acted rightly, but Ibn ‘Abbās
narrated to us from the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) that he said: 'The nations were presented before me, and I saw a prophet and a

small group (of his followers) along with him, another (prophet) and one or two persons
(along with him), and (yet another) prophet having no one with him. When a very large

group was brought to me, I thought it to be my Ummah (nation). Then it was said to me:
'It is Moses and his nation. You should look at the horizon,' and I saw a very huge group.
It was again said to me: 'See the other side of the horizon,' and there was (also) a very

huge group. It was said to me: 'This is your Ummah,' and among them, there were
seventy thousand people who will enter Paradise without being called to account and
without (suffering) any torment.’ He then stood up and went to his house. Then the
people began to talk about the people who would be admitted to Paradise without

Judgment and without (suffering) any torment. Some of them said: ‘They may be those
who (have had the good fortune of living) in the company of the Messenger of Allah

(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him).’ And some of them said: ‘Perhaps they
are those who were born in Islam and did not associate anything with Allah.’ Some

people mentioned other things. Thereupon the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace
and blessings be upon him) came out before them and said: ‘What was that which you

were talking about?’ They informed him of it. He said: ‘They are those persons who
neither ask others to do Ruqyah for them, nor do they cauterize, and they rely upon

their Lord.’ Upon this, ‘Ukkāshah ibn Mihsan stood up and said: ‘Supplicate Allah for me
that He should make me one among them.’ Upon this, he said: ‘You are one among

them.’ Then another man stood up and said: ‘Supplicate Allah that He should make me
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one among them.’ Upon this, the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said: 'Ukkāshah has preceded you.'"

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

Husayn ibn ‘Abdur-Rahmān (may Allah have mercy on him) informs us about his conversation
with Sa‘īd ibn Jubayr (may Allah have mercy on him) regarding Ruqyah. Husayn had been
stung by a scorpion and performed the Shariah-approved Ruqyah. After Sa‘īd asked him
about his proof for such practice, so he related the Hadīth that he heard from Ash-Sha‘bi
which indicates the permissibility of Ruqyah [to resist] the evil influence of the evil eye and
poison. Sa‘īd, in return, praised him for it, yet, he narrated to him a Hadīth that recommends
leaving it. It is the Hadīth narrated by Ibn ‘Abbās which includes the four characteristics of
those who will enter Paradise without account or torment. They do not ask others to perform
Ruqyah for them, do not cauterize, refrain from believing in bad omens, and rely sincerely
upon Allah, the Exalted. ‘Ukkāshah immediately asked the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) to supplicate Allah to include him among them. Another man stood
up, asking the same thing, but the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
gently told him that it was not possible in order to stop further requests.
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