
In the time of the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) we would not find such food
except rarely. So if we found it, we had no napkins

except our palms, forearms, and feet. Then we would
pray without making (a new) ablution

Sa‘īd ibn al-Hārith asked Jābir (may Allah be pleased with him) on making ablution after
eating food that was touched by fire. He said: "No. in the time of the Prophet (may

Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) we would not find such food except rarely. So
if we found it, we had no napkins except our palms, forearms, and feet. Then we would

pray without making (a new) ablution.''
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari]

Sa‘īd ibn al-Hārith asked Jābir ibn ‘Abdullāh (may Allah be pleased with him) about making
ablution after eating food that was touched by fire, i.e. cooked or grilled or the like, whether
it was obligatory or not? Jābir replied that it was not obligatory. Then he cited evidence for
that. He said that during the lifetime of the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) such food was rare. If they happened to find it and eat it, they didn't have napkins
to wipe away the grease; rather, they would lick their fingers then rub them in their palms,
forearms, and feet. Then they would pray without making a new ablution.
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