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It is one of the major sins when a man abuses his
parents. It was asked: Would a man ever abuse his
parents? He replied: Yes. He abuses the father of
another man, who in return abuses his father, and he
abuses his mother, and so the latter abuses the
former’s mother

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger
of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said: "It is one of the major sins
when a man abuses his parents." It was asked: "Would a man ever abuse his parents?"
He replied: "Yes. He abuses the father of another man, who in return abuses his father,

and he abuses his mother, and so the latter abuses the former’s mother."
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

This Hadith points out the great rights and status enjoyed by one’s parents, and it informs
that it is a major sin to cause them to be offended or abused by others. If this is the case,
then it is far more reprehensible for a person to directly abuse his own parents by himself.
When the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) stated that cursing one’s
parents is a major sin, the attendees were quite surprised to hear that, presuming that a man
would never do so. Thereupon, the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
explained to them that this could happen indirectly by causing others to revile one’s parents;
when a person curses the father and mother of someone else, and the latter responds in
kind.
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