
The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) heard a man praising another and

exaggerating in his praise, whereupon he said: You
have ruined - or cut - the man's back.

Abu Mūsa al-Ash‘ari (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) heard a man praising another and exaggerating in his

praise, whereupon he said: ‘You have ruined - or cut - the man's back.
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) heard a man praising someone
else, and exaggerating in describing him with praiseworthy qualities that he did not possess.
So, the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) forbade him from that, and
informed him that this could be a cause for that man's destruction, since it would lead him to
be haughty and arrogant.
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