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We will not appoint for our affairs anyone who seeks
that position. But O Abu Musa! You go to Yemen

Abu Musa (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: | came to the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) along with two men (from the tribe) of Ash‘ariyyin,
one on my right and the other on my left, while the Messenger of Allah (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) was brushing his teeth (with a tooth-stick), and both
men asked him for employment (as governors). The Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) said: "O Abu Musa (or O ‘Abdullah ibn Qays)!" | said: "By Him
Who sent you with the truth, they did not tell me what was on their minds and | did not
feel that they were seeking employment.” As if | were looking now at his tooth-stick
being drawn to a corner under his lips, and he said: "We will not (or, we do not) appoint
for our affairs anyone who seeks that position. But O Abu Musa! (or O ‘Abdullah ibn
Qays!) You go to Yemen." The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
then sent Mu‘adh ibn Jabal after him, and when Mu‘adh reached him, he spread out a
cushion for him and asked him to sit. There was a fettered man beside Abu Musa.
Mu‘adh asked: "Who is this (man)?" Abu MUsa said: "He was a Jew and became a Muslim
and then reverted back to Judaism." Then Abu Mlsa asked Mu‘adh to sit down but
Mu‘adh said: "I will not sit down till he is killed. This is the judgment of Allah and His
Messenger (for such cases)," and he repeated it thrice. Abu Musa ordered that the man
be killed, and he was killed. Then they discussed the voluntary night prayers and one of
them said: "l pray and sleep, and | hope that Allah will reward me for my sleep as He

rewards me for my prayers."
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

In this Hadith, Abu Musa (may Allah be pleased with him) went to the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) with two men from his own tribe. The two men asked for
employment as governors, so the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said that he would not give a position of power to anyone who asks for it. When someone
seeks a position, he is left to it and is not given support by Allah. The Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) rather, sent Abu Musa to govern Yemen and then asked
Mu‘adh to reach him there. Mu‘adh found a fettered man in the presence of Abu Masa. This
man converted from Judaism to Islam and then back to Judaism. So, Mu‘adh said that the due
punishment must be inflicted on him, i.e., the punishment for apostasy which is capital
punishment. Thus the man was killed. Both Abu Mlusa and Mu‘adh then talked about
voluntary night prayer. One of them said that he sleeps and prays, and hopes that he would
receive reward for his sleep just as he receives reward for his prayer.
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