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Hilal ibn Umayyah went to the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) and accused his
wife of committing illegal sexual intercourse with
Sharik ibn Sahma'. The Messenger of Allah (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: Either
you provide proof, or you will receive the legal
punishment on your back

Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that Hilal ibn Umayyah went to the
Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and accused his wife of
committing illegal sexual intercourse with Sharik ibn Sahma'. The Messenger of Allah
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Either you provide proof, or you
will receive the legal punishment on your back." Hilal said: "O Messenger of Allah, if one
of us saw a man on top of his wife, should he go and look for witnesses?" The Prophet
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) kept saying: "Either you provide proof, or
you will receive the legal punishment on your back." Hilal then said: "By the One Who
sent you with the Truth, | am truthful, and Allah will reveal to you what will save my back
from the legal punishment." Then (the following) was revealed: {And for those who
accuse their wives...} [Surat An-N0r: 24:6] He kept reciting until he reached: {...if he
was of the truthful.} [ Strat An-Nar: 24:9]. Then the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) left and had her summoned. So Hilal came and took an oath. So
the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) was saying: "Allah knows
that one of you is a liar, so, will either of you repent?" Then the woman got up and took
the oaths, and when she was about to take the fifth one, the people stopped her and
said to her: "It will definitely bring about Allah's curse upon you (if you are guilty)." So
she hesitated and recoiled so much that we thought that she would withdraw her denial.
But she said: "I will not dishonor my family for the rest of their days." The Prophet (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) then said: "Watch her, if she delivers a child
with eyes that appear to have kohl on them, big bottoms, and fat shins, then it is Sharik
ibn Sahma's child." (Later) she gave birth to a child fitting that description. So the
Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "If it had not been settled

in the Book of Allah, there would have been a matter between me and her."
[Authentic hadith] [Al-Bukhari and Muslim. This is the wording of Al-Bukhari]

This Hadith indicates that Hilal ibn Umayyah (may Allah be pleased with him) accused his
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wife of committing adultery with Sharik ibn Sahma'. Therefore, the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) asked Hilal to bring proof, and otherwise he would receive
the prescribed punishment for false accusations, which consists of flogging one's back. Hilal
wondered if a man should see his wife committing adultery with a man and go find
witnesses! However, the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) insisted on
providing the proof, and otherwise the relevant punishment would be applied against the
accuser. Abu Ya‘la reprorts in his Musnad on the authority of Anas ibn Malik that the Prophet
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) asked Hilal to bring four witnesses or else he
would apply the prescribed punishment against him. On that, Hilal swore by Allah, Who sent
the Prophet with the truth, that he was saying the truth about his wife's adultery with Sharik,
and prayed that Allah would reveal something that would exonerate him from the
punishment. So Jibril came down with revelation: {And for those who accuse their wives...}
[Surat An-Nur: 6] He recited it until he reached: {...if he was of the truthful} [ Surat An-Nur:
9]. Hilal came forward and gave his testimony. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) said that Allah knew that one of the spouses was lying and wondered if either
of them would repent. It seems that the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon
him) said that after they finished taking their oaths of repudiation. Based on this, the one
who lies has to repent. Alternatively, he said that before they took the oaths so as to warn
them. The woman also testified. When she was ready to take the fifth oath, the people
prevented her from proceeding. They told her that this fifth oath was consequential, for it
would remove her from Allah's mercy and incur the torment in the Hereafter upon her if she
was not saying the truth. So, as Ibn ‘Abbas said: she slowed down, stopped, and drew back,
meaning that she kept silent after the fourth oath. People thought that she would recant her
falsification of her husband's charge and her exoneration of herself. She noted that she
would not bring shame upon her family for the rest of time by revoking her oath and credit
her husband. Therefore, she took the fifth oath of repudiation. The Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) asked the people to check the child that would be born: if
he had dark eyelashes, as if he had kohl on them, big buttocks, and fat shins, then the boy
was the son of Sharik ibn Sahma'. Resemblance is a good proof in cases other than
repudiation. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) remarked that if it
were not the divine judgment that the punishment is inapplicable if the repudiation oaths are
taken, he would apply the punishment against the woman. He wanted to make her case a
lesson to be learned. That was the first case of Li‘an in Islam, and verses of the Qur'an were
sent down concerning it.
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