
The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) decreed that the lifelong gift

is for the one to whom it was given

Jābir ibn ‘Abdullāh (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah
(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) decreed that the lifelong gift is for the
one to whom it was given. Another narration reads: “Whoever is given a lifelong gift in
association with his offspring, it is indeed for him and his offspring. It does not return to

the one who gave it, because he gave something that has become part of the
inheritance.” Jābir said that the lifelong gift that the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s

peace and blessings be upon him) ordained is the gift in which the granter says to the
recipient: "This is for you and your offspring." However, if the granter says: "This is for
you as long as you live, then it returns to its owner." In another narration reported by
Imām Muslim, the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Keep

your wealth and do not spoil it. For indeed, whoever is given a lifelong gift, then it is for
the one to whom it has been given and for his offspring, no matter he is alive or dead."

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Muslim - Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim]

Al-‘Umrā” and Ar-Ruqbā are two types of lifelong gifts that used to be given during the pre-
Islamic era. A man would give someone a house or something else by saying: I give this to
you forever, or I give this to you as long as you are alive or as long as I am alive. Therefore,
they used to wait for the death of the one given such a gift, in order to take back their gift.
Islamic Shariah has approved the gift and annulled the condition of taking it back, which was
often associated with it. This is because, in Islam, the one who takes his gift back is like the
dog that vomits and swallows its vomit.  Therefore, the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) decreed that the lifelong gift is for the one to whom it was given and
to his offspring after him. On the other hand, the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings
be  upon  him)  advised  them to  maintain  their  wealth  because  they  assumed that  the
condition associated with the gift is not binding, and they are allowed to take their gifts back.
So, he said: "Keep your wealth and do not spoil it. For indeed, whoever is given a lifelong gift,
then it is for the one to whom it has been given and for his offspring, no matter he is alive or
dead."
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