
Whoever acquires knowledge that should be pursued
for the sake of Allah Almighty for the sole purpose of

securing worldly gains shall not smell the ‘Arf of
Paradise on the Day of Judgment

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (may
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever acquires knowledge that

should be pursued for the sake of Allah Almighty for the sole purpose of securing worldly
gains shall not smell the ‘Arf of Paradise on the Day of Judgment." i.e., its fragrance.

[Authentic] [Narrated by Abu Dāwūd, Ibn Mājah, and Ahmad]

The  Prophet  (may  Allah's  peace  and  blessings  be  upon  him)  clarified  that  whoever  learns
religious knowledge—which is originally meant to seek the pleasure of Allah Almighty—but
learns  it  only  to  attain  worldly  gain  or  benefit,  such  as  wealth  or  status,  will  not  smell  the
fragrance of Paradise on the Day of Judgment.
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