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‘Uthmān ash-Shahhām reported: I and Farqad as-Sabakhi went to Muslim ibn Abi Bakrah
while he was in his land. We entered upon him and said: Did you hear your father

narrating any Hadīth about the trials? He said: Yes, I heard Abu Bakrah (may Allah be
pleased with him) narrating, saying: The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and

blessings be upon him) said: "Indeed, there will be trials. There will come a trial in which
the one sitting in it will be better than the one walking towards it, and the one walking
towards it will be better than the one rushing to it. If it happens or occurs, whoever has
camels, let him catch up with his camels, whoever has sheep, let him catch up with his
sheep, and whoever has land, let him go to his land." He said: A man said: O Messenger
of Allah, what about the one who has neither camels, nor sheep, nor land? He said: "Let
him take his sword and strike its edge with a stone, and then escape if he could escape.
O Allah, have I conveyed? O Allah, have I conveyed? O Allah, have I conveyed?" He said:

A man said: O Messenger of Allah, what if I am compelled and taken to one of the two
sides, or one of the two groups, and a man strikes me with his sword, or an arrow comes

and kills me? He said: "He will bear his sin and your sin, and he will be among the
dwellers of Hellfire."

[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Muslim]

‘Uthmān ash-Shahhām and Farqad as-Sabakhi asked Muslim, the son of the noble Companion
Abu Bakrah (may Allah be pleased with him): Had he heard a Hadīth from his father about
the  Prophet  (may  Allah's  peace  and  blessings  be  upon  him)  regarding  trials  and  fighting
among Muslims? He replied: Yes. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
informed that there will be trials after his death. In these trials, the one who sits and remains
uninvolved is better than the one who walks towards them without waiting for them or
searching for them, and the one who walks is better than the one who hastens towards them,
searching for them and participating in them. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings
be upon him) then advised anyone living in a time or place where a trial happens or occurs,
that  if  he  can  find  a  refuge  to  withdraw  to,  he  should  do  so.  Whoever  has  camels  grazing
should retreat to his camels, whoever has sheep grazing should retreat to his sheep, and
whoever has land or a farm should retreat to his land. A man said: O Messenger of Allah,
what about the one who has no refuge, neither camels, nor sheep, nor land? He said: Let him
take his  weapon,  break  it,  and render  it  useless.  Then let  him flee to  save himself  and his
children, if he can escape. Then he (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) testified
three times, saying: O Allah, have I conveyed (the message)? O Allah, have I conveyed (the
message)? O Allah, have I conveyed (the message)? A man said: O Messenger of Allah, what
if I am forced to join one of the two sides or groups, and a man strikes me with his sword, or
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an arrow comes and kills me? He said: He will bear his sin and the sin of the one he killed
and, on the Day of Judgment, he will be from the dwellers of Hellfire.
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