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He asked: May I pray in the sheepfolds? He replied:
Yes. He then asked: May | pray where camels sit? He
replied: No

Jabir ibn Samurah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that a man asked the
Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him): "Should | perform
ablution after eating the meat of sheep or goats?" He replied: "If you wish, perform
ablution, and if you do not, then do not perform it." The man then asked: "Should |
perform ablution after eating camel meat?" He replied: "Yes, perform ablution after
eating camel meat." The man again asked: "May | pray in the sheepfolds?" He replied:

'Yes.' He then asked: "May | pray where camels sit?" He replied: 'No.'
[Authentic hadith] [Narrated by Muslim]

One of the Companions of the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) asked
him about the meat of sheep and goats; whether it is obligatory to make ablution after eating
it if one wants to pray or do something that requires purification. "If you wish, perform
ablution, and if you do not, then do not perform it": the Prophet (may Allah's peace and
blessings be upon him) gave him the choice either to perform ablution or not to perform it
because both options are permissible. "Should | perform ablution after eating camel meat?":
i.e. is ablution obligatory for the one who eats camel meat if he wants to pray or do
something that requires purification? 'Yes, perform ablution after eating camel meat': i.e. it is
obligatory for you to make ablution after eating camel meat, even if what you eat is a small
amount. As for camel milk or soup, it is not obligatory to make ablution after consuming
them, because the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) did not order the
people from the tribe of ‘Arinah to make ablution after drinking camel milk when he ordered
them to drink it, and delaying the clarification of something beyond the time of need is
impermissible. He again asked: "May | pray in the sheepfolds?" i.e. is prayer permissible in
the places where sheep rest? The reply was in the affirmative; i.e. it is permissible to pray in
those places because they (the sheep) are not feared. He again said: "May | pray where
camels sit?" The reply was in the negative; i.e. do not pray there, because you will not be
safe from the camels' wildness and they might harm you while you are praying by bumping
into you or the like. However, this is not the case with sheep because they are peaceful calm
animals that do not harm people.
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